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Preface 

The population of the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region, which comprises, for 
the purpose of this study, 22 Arab states and Iran includes a high proportion of children 
under 18 years, specially when compared with developed countries; the proportions being 
44% and 23% respectively. This proportion is even higher for some countries in the MENA 
region, reaching 52.7% for Palestine and 55.8% for Yemen. This high proportion of children 
makes the region one of the youngest and most dynamic regions in the world. The high level 
of fertility in many countries of the MENA region, together with declining mortality rates, 
have led to very high rates of natural population increase, reaching 2.7%.  

Urban areas in the MENA region have witnessed rapid rates of population growth due to 
high rates of natural increase, rural-to-urban migration and labor migration (primarily to 
Arab oil producing countries). The annual rates of population growth in some cities in the 
MENA region is as high as 7.0%. If this pattern of urban population growth continues, then 
70% of the total population of the region will be living in urban areas by the year 2020, i.e. 
an increase of 86 million people. While rapid urbanization is taking place in the MENA 
region, yet many cities are not capable of keeping up with the pace of rising needs for job 
opportunities, housing, environmental, social and cultural services.  With increasing 
decentralization in many countries of the MENA region, and shifting more responsibilities to 
local authorities, municipalities are expected to play a leading role in addressing the needs of 
their vulnerable citizens, namely children, women and the elderly. Furthermore, achieving 
the Millennium Development Goals requires governments, private sector and civil society 
associations to join forces to assist vulnerable and disadvantaged children. Such children 
include: the poor, working children, disabled, orphans, homeless and street children, refugees 
and displaced, girls and boys affected by violence.  

The Child Protection Initiative (CPI) was established in response to a recommendation made 
at the "Children and the City" conference held in Amman in December 2002. The "Amman 
Declaration" called for building up the capacities of municipal authorities, and establishment 
of a regional fund to respond rapidly to the risks faced by vulnerable and disadvantaged 
children in the MENA region. The CPI, which was launched in September 2003, is supported 
by the World Bank and the Arab Urban Development Institute (AUDI), which is hosting its 
secretariat in Riyadh.  

One of the objectives of CPI is to build an extensive knowledge base on the main issues that 
face children in the MENA region, and to derive lessons and best practices from the research 
and programs that address vulnerable and disadvantaged children's issues, whether within the 
region or elsewhere. In order to fulfill this objective, the CPI commissioned scholars and 
researchers in the MENA region to conduct assessments of the status of children and relevant 
institutions in 12 cities, namely, Amman, Riyadh, Khartoum, Alexandria, Sana'a, Beirut, 
Casablanca, Algiers, Kuwait, Gaza, Al-Madina Al-Munawara and Tehran.    

The present study of Riyadh is the second edition of the first study in a series published by 
the CPI. The first edition covers the following topics:  

- The socio-economic and demographic characteristics of Saudi Arabia.   
- The current health status of children  



- The educational status of children  
- The cultural status of children  
- The conditions of vulnerable and disadvantaged children  
- Institutions and organizations caring for children   

In addition, the second edition includes the following topics:   

- The National Family Safety Program 
- The demographic profile of Riyadh  
- Additional educational statistics for the city of Riyadh  
- The National Society for Human Rights  

We hope that the second edition of Riyadh study, and other studies in the series, will build an 
extensive knowledge base on the main issues that face children in the MENA region, and that 
the findings will assist in designing children-oriented programs and interventions based on 
scientific basis.     
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