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Abstract

This empirical study investigates corporal punishment in the Saudi family
context. The sample is consisted of 138 university students. In addition,
this study aims to find out about the students’ attitudes towards corporal
punishment as a practice for children disciplining.

Statistical analysis (correlations ,ANOVA, Schefee) showed that about
76% of the students had been physically punished during childhood. It
was ascertained that male children received more corporal punishment
than female children. The study confirmed that male children were bitten
by their fathers more than by their mothers while female children were
bitten by their mothers more than by their fathers.

It was found that the category of age 6-10 years is the most exposed
category for corporal punishment quantitatively and qualitatively.
Interestingly, both male and female students agreed that psychological
punishment is more painful to children than corporal punishment.

The study concluded that corporal punishment should be replaced by
more positive methods and techniques for children disciplining



